Sir,

Extrapulmonary tuberculosis (EPTB) often possesses a diagnostic dilemma. Microscopy and culture have proved to be insensitive techniques for diagnosis of EPTB.\[[@ref1]\] The present study was conducted to evaluate the role of polymerase chain reaction (PCR) in the early diagnosis of clinically suspected cases of EPTB.

A total of 50 clinical specimens comprising pleural fluid, cerebrospinal fluid, ascitic fluid, fine needle aspiration biopsy, pus and biopsy from clinically suspected EPTB cases were processed and followed by conventional methods\[[@ref2][@ref3]\] and PCR using MPB64 primer.

Tuberculous pleural effusion (68%) was found to be the commonest clinical presentation of EPTB. Overall, PCR could detect EPTB in 62% cases. Microscopy and culture could detect 16% and 20% EPTB cases respectively. PCR was positive in all the tissue samples suggestive of tuberculosis on histopathological examination. Of the 39 EPTB patients who responded to antituberculosis treatment, 31 patients were PCR positive.

PCR using MPB64 had a significant advantage over the conventional methods in diagnosing EPTB cases.
